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Obligation/prohibition

MUST Obligation. Personal opinion. You decide.

Ability and efmission

ABILITY: CAN

Present: Mary can drive.

Past: Mary couldn’t drive when she was 12.
Future: Mary will be able to drive next year.
PERMISSION MAY/MIGHT CAN COULD

Asking for permission:

May/can/could | sit here, please?

Giving permission: You can/may use my phone.
Refusing permission: You can’t/may not use it.

*1 must study more. You must clean the car.
MUSTN'T Prohibition. Don’t do it.

*You mustn’t eat in the classroom.

HAVE TO: Obligation. Law or rules.

*| have to wear a uniform. (3" person: has to)
DON’'T HAVE TO: It's not necessary.

*I don’t have to work on Sundays.

Don’t have to means the same as NEEDN'T.

PAST: | had to. FUTURE: | will have to. Request: Can/Could you pass the water, please?

Possibilities for the future: MAY/MIGHT/COULD

It may/might/could rain tomorrow.

| may/might/could go to Paris next month. (not sure)
Possible explanations: MAY/MIGHT/COULD

Judging by her accent she may/might/could be

Asking for advice. SHOULD
Should is not as strong as must or have to.
Should | buy this dress? What do you think?

Giving advice. SHOULD / OUGHT TO
Affirmative: You should help your mother.
Affirmative: You ought to help your mother.
Negative: You shouldn’t eat unhealthy food.
Negative: You ought not to eat unhealthy food.

Modals of deduction and speculation with

MUST HAVE-Deduction about something that has happened. You must have left your book in the classroom,

American but | am not sure.

Certainty: CAN’T/COULDN’T/MUST
Her French is bad. She can’t be French.
He drives a Ferrari. He must be rich.

you haven’t been anywhere else and it’s not in the car.

CAN’T HAVE-Deduction about something that didn’t happen in the past based on present evidence. *You
can’t have seen Mark’s sister. She lives in Canada and hasn’t been to England for ages.

SHOULD HAVE-Something was desirable or needed but didn’t happen.*| should have called you but | forgot.
NEEDN’T HAVE-Opposite to ‘should have’. Something not necessary was done. You needn’t have bought
more potatoes. We've got plenty.

MIGHT/MAY/COULD HAVE-Something was possible in the past but we’re not sure. *I think | saw your sister
at the cinema last night but | may/might/could be wrong because it was very dark.

The perfect infinitive with modals

MODAL VERB + PERFECT INFINITIVE ( (TO) HAVE + PAST PARTICIPLE)
iliary verbs to talk about unreal situations
| could have bought a nice house if | had saved enough money.
SHOULD HAVE: You should have told me that before but you didn’t. You shouldn’t have kept the secret.
WOULD HAVE: | would have gone to that private university If | had had enough money.
NEEDN’T HAVE: We needn’t have waited for him (but we did).
Sometimes the perfect infinitive can express certainty.
*She should have arrived home by now. *They will have arrived home by now. They left so long ago.

finitive is often used after the modal
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Don't Have to and Mustn't

Fill the gaps with either don't have to or mustn't in the correct form

1 SaliylYou say rude words like thatl

2 Tommyl You pick your nose in class. Tt's really disgising,

3 You finish the exercise naw. You can finish it at home

4 James g0 fo church if he doesn't want f,

5 You drive s0 aggressively. Yoll end up killing someane.

6 Helen make racist comients, I makes her seem really ignarant.

7 David answer your emails. There's no law about i,

8 It'sOK.You pay naw. Yau can pay me at the end of the manth

9 Yau stay out salate without ringing me. T was worried sick.

10 You lef the cats sleep on my clean shirts. Laok. They're cavered in
hairs

1 You have'lunch with my parents. I'm not farcing you

21 farget to phane Granny. Tt's her birthday fomorraw

Need, Needn't and Should

Fill the gaps with need, needn't or should

1 Remember you o take a forch and a fin-opener when you go camping
2 You g0 To the shop. I've already bought the milk.

3 You say sorry fo your feacher for being late. It's anly polite.

4 You bather washing up. I'll do it in the marning.

5 She g fo church if she doesn't want fo. It's nat obligatary.




